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EVELYN BERRY IS A TRANS, SOUTHERN WRITER, EDITOR,
AND EDUCATOR. SHE'S THE AUTHOR OF GRIEF SLUT
(SUNDRESS PUBLICATIONS, 2024). SHE'S A RECIPIENT OF A
2023 NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS POETRY
FELLOWSHIP AND LIVES IN COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA.



Grief Slut is an examination of the queer lineage 
of pleasure, grief, and resilience in the American South. 

Berry offers a portrait of a girl living through boyhood and
grappling with the violence of nostalgia in poems that blend
high art, archival slivers, and Taco Bell. This collection invites
us into a landscape home to sloppy kissers, swamp suitors,
scrappy “limbwrecked boys,” and drag queens drenched in
glitter sweat, where “each day is trespass” and queer youth
fight to “hear one another breathe just a little while longer."



“Grief Slut is a feral, ode-mouthed debut, tawdry and raw as a
picked scab. Each of Berry's poems is a small explosive mote of
memory, steeped in the history and iconography of the rural
queer South. This collection elevates high and low culture alike
to the position of the sublime, Taco Bell and Caravaggio are
given equal weight in these poems' lyric exploration. And even as
these poems grapple with historical and ongoing attacks against
trans rights, and the places we call sanctuary, Berry refuses to
present a tidy and palatable version of transness, instead
illuminating the gut-punch gorgeous mess of our lives.”

— torrin a. greathouse, author of Wound from the Mouth of a Wound

"Unflinching in its sensuality and brutality, Grief Slut exposes the
paradoxical nature of queer life in the South. Required reading in
an age of trans discrimination, Berry's lines will serve as balm
and bulwark. exposing the joyous heartbreak of rural queerness."

— Sim Kern, author of The Free People's Village

“Gorgeous & luxurious as couture the morning after the party, Evelyn
Berry’s Grief Slut is a book-length aubade to the genderqueer self
and body, to the South, to violence and desire and Baja Blast. Grief
Slut is a riotously beautiful collection of poems, a love song to flesh
and the experience of too muchness that is oh-so-human, oh-so-
queer, and oh-so-Southern.”

— Han VanderHart, author of What Pecan Light

Praise for Grief Slut



Evelyn Berry is the author of 
Grief Slut 
(Sundress Publications, 2024)
and Buggery (Bateau Press,
2020), winner of the BOOM
Chapbook Prize. 

Her work has appeared in Beloit
Poetry Journal, South Carolina
Review, Gigantic Sequins,
Raleigh Review, Taco Bell
Quarterly, and elsewhere. She
lives in Columbia, South
Carolina.

2023 NEA CREATIVE
WRITING FELLOW

EVELYNBERRYWRITER.COM

SELECT
PERFORMANCES

2020 BOOM CHAPBOOK PRIZE

2019 BROAD RIVER 
PRIZE FOR PROSE

2018 EMRYS POETRY PRIZE

PUBLISHED IN 65+ JOURNALS

P A R K  C I R L C E  P R I D E  
( 2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 3 )

G A L L I A R D  C E N T E R  F O R
P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S  2 0 1 9

C H A R L E S T O N  M U S I C  H A L L
2 0 1 5

C R E S C E N D O  A R T S  F E S T I V A L
2 0 2 2
F R E E  V E R S E  P O E T R Y  F E S T I V A L
2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 9


